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SERMON. 


"  And  I,  brethren,  when  I  came  to  you,  came  not  with  excellency  of 
speech  or  of  ivisdom,  declaring  unto  you  the  testimony  of  God.  For 
I  determined  not  to  know  anything  among  you,  save  Jesus  Christ  and 
him  crucified.  And  I  zuas  with  you  in  weakness  and  in  fear,  and  in 
much  trembling.  And  my  speech  and  my  preaching  was  not  with  enti- 
cing words  of  man's  ivisdom,  but  in  demonstration  of  the  spirit 
and  of  power,  that  your  faith  should  not  stand  in  the  wisdom  of 
men,  but  in  the  power  of  God.     1  Cor.,  2:  1-5. 


In  our  text  the  Apostle  declares  ivhal  and  how  he  preached.  It 
will  be  my  purpose  to  commend  his  preaching  as  a  model,  both  in 
matter  and  manner,  to  my  brethren  generally,  but  especially  to 
him  who  enters  afresh  upon  his  work  to-day,  merging  at  this  hour 
the  relation  of  Stated  Supply  in  the  more  endearing  one  of  Pastor. 

We  will  first  notice  what  Paul  preached :  "  And  I,  brethren,  when 
I  came  to  you,  came  not  with  excellency  of  speech,  or  of  wisdom, 
declaring  unto  you  the  testimony  of  Grod.  For  I  determined  not 
to  know  anything  among  you,  save  Jesus  Christ  and  him  crucified." 
Christ  and  him  crucified  was  the  alpha  and  the  omega,  the  begin- 
ning and  the  ending  of  Paul's  preaching.  And  this  makes  the 
gospel,  the  burden  of  Paul's  testimony,  to-  differ  heaven  wide  from 
every  scheme  of  art  and  man's  device.  Christ  crucified,  "  a  propi- 
tiation through  faith  in  his  blood,"  "  in  whom  we  have  redemption 
through  his  blood,  even  the  forgiveness  of  sins."  This  gives  the 
Christian  scheme  its  sublime  distinction  and  its  saving  power. 
This  fact  claims  very  serious  consideration  from  all,  and  especially 
from  those  who  think  that  the  only  object  of  Christ  in  coming  in- 
to the  world  was  to  act  as  a  teacher — inculcating  truth  in  a  man- 


ner  peculiarly  clear  and  forcible — giving  weight  to  his  doctrine  by 
a  life  in  strict  conformity  to  it,  and  sealing  his  testimony  with  his 
blood.  Whatever  influence  his  death — fit  conclusion  of  his  life — 
might  have  had  upon  his  own  future  state,  it  is  difficult  to  see 
what  bearing  it  would  have  upon  the  salvation  of  others.  In  that 
case  "  the  cross,  "  which  the  Apostle  often  uses  as  a  synonym 
for  the  gospel,  would  be  a  very  unsuitable  expression  to  de- 
note the  whole  of  Christianity.  But  if  the  death  of  Christ 
be  so  essential  that  all  other  things  are  of  no  value  without  it,  if 
"the  cross"  be  the  centre  of  this  moral  system,  attracting  to 
itself  all  the  doctrines  and  duties  of  religion,  imparting  to  the  one 
their  light,  and  to  the  other  their  life,  then  is  there  an  obvious 
propriety  in  the  Apostle's  determination  riot  to  know  anything 
among  the  Corinthians,  save  Jesus  Christ  and  him  crucified. 
There  is  a  strong  propensity,  originating  in  the  pride  of  man,  to 
substitute  something  else  for  the  cross  of  Christ  as  the  foundation 
of  hope  toward  God.  The  Jews  trusted  in  their  works,  and  the 
Greeks  in  their  wisdom.  Hence  the  cross  was  "  to  the  Jews  a 
stumbling  block,  and  to  the  Greeks  foolishness."  The  Apostle 
had  once  committed  both  errors.  Brought  up  at  the  feet  of  Ga- 
maliel, and  after  the  strictest  sect  of  the  Jews  having  lived  a 
Pharisee,  he  had  trusted  both  in  his  works  and  in  his  wisdom 
till  the  light  which  burst  from  the  face  of  Jesus,  above  the 
brightness  of  the  sun,  exposed  to  him  the  depth  of  his  moral 
corruption,  and  taught  him  that  with  all  his  boasted  wisdom  he 
had  hitherto  been  profoundly  ignorant  of  his  own  heart.  So  clear 
was  his  perception  of  the  doctrine  of  salvation  by  grace,  and  so 
entire  his  confidence  in  the  efficiency  of  atoning  blood,  that  he 
was  satisfied  to  preach  this  in  its  simplicity — to  preach  this  at  all 
times  and  everywhere.  Hence  his  testimony  to  the  Corinthians: 
"For  I  determined  not  to  know,"  that  is  make  known  or  preach, 
"anything  among  you,  save  Jesus  Christ  and  him  crucified." 
This  they  must  know,  and  knowing  this  they  need  not  know 
anything  else.  We  are  not  to  infer  that  he  restricted  himself  in 
his  preaching  to  an  iteration  and  reiteration  of  the  fact  that 
Jesus  of  Nazareth  died  on  the  cross  for  the  sins  of  men;  a  very 
slight  acquaintance  with  his  writings  would  correct  such  a  narrow 
conclusion.  Doubtless  his  tongue  was  as  free  as  his  pen.  His 
Epistles  take  a  wider  scope  than  those  of  any  of  his  brethren. 
Particularly  is  he  more  full  upon  the  doctrine  of  depravity,  radi- 
cal and   universal — divine  sovereignty   in  human  salvation — the 


perseverance  of  tlie  saints,  the  resurrection  of  the  dead  and  eter- 
nal judgment.  But  Christ  and  him  crucified  was  his  capital  theme, 
the  centre  in  which  all  the  lines  of  his  preaching  met.  Both  to 
Jews  and  Greeks,  to  bond  and  free,  Barbarian  and  Scythian,  in 
the  Synagogue,  from  house  to  house  and  by  the  wayside,  he  de- 
clared it  as  "  a  faithful  saying  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that 
Jesus  Christ  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners,"  subjoining  on 
one  occasion  at  least,  with  deep  humility,  "  of  whom  I  am  chief." 
But  this  great  fact,  to  be  justly  apprehended,  must  be  viewed  in  its 
varied  relations  to  the  character  and  government  of  God.  To 
this  end  the  perfections  of  Jehovah  must  be  preached,  his  relations 
to  man  as  Creator,  Proprietor,  Ruler,  Final  Judge  and  Reward- 
er — the  guilt  and  ruin  of  men  as  transgressors  of  the  law  of  God, 
and  the  way  of  recovery  through  him  who  is  "  the  way,  the  truth 
and  the  life."  To  preach  the  gospel  is  to  declare  the  character  of 
God;  to  expound  his  law,  the  transcript  of  his  moral  perfections; 
the  character  of  man;  the  conditions  of  salvation,  "repentance 
toward  God  and  faith  toward  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  regenera- 
tion and  sanctification  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  endless  blessed- 
ness of  the  righteous,  and  the  endless  misery  of  the  wicked. 
These  great  truths  we  should  preach  "instant  in  season,  out  of 
season,"  yet  Christ  crucified  will  be  our  chosen  theme — "  Christ 
all  in  all,"  that  "old,  old  story,"  yet   always  fresh,  always  new. 


We  proposed  secondly  to  consider  how  Paul  preached :  and  first 
negatively.  "  And  I  brethren,  when  I  came  to  you,  came  not  with 
excellency  of  speech,  declaring  unto  you  the  testimony  of  God. 
And  my  speech  and  my  preaching  was  not  with  enticing  words  of 
man's  wisdom." 

By  enticing  words  of  man's  wisdom,  may  be  understood  a  style 
so  elaborate  and  ornate  that  the  sentiment  sustains  a  subordinate 
place. 

It  is  not  necessary  nor  proper  to  employ  such  language  as  is 
uncouth,  vulgar  and  disgusting.  "  The  preacher  sought  to  find 
out  acceptable  words."  If  we  take  Paul  for  our  pattern,  we  shall 
find  that  whilst  he  cautiously  avoided  mere  rhetorical  display  he 
did  not  rush  to  the  other  extreme  of  vulgarity,  as  the  manner  of 
some  at  the  present  day  is — to  slang.  All  the  sacred  writers  have 
clothed  their  thoughts  in  language  best  adapted  to   convey  the 


6 

sense,  and,  indeed,  under  the  guidance  of  inspiration,  they  have  fur- 
nished us  with  models  of  style.  So  far  as  the  graces  of  style  are 
fitted  to  excite  and  enchain  attention  to  the  truth  we  should  cul- 
tivate them,  but  we  may  not  hide  the  truth  under  a  gorgeous  dra- 
pery of  imagery,  nor  wander  from  the  cross  to  cull  the  flowers  of 
rhetoric,  or  gather  the  gems  of  taste. 

By  enticing  words  of  man's  wisdom  may  be  understood,  also, 
an  unnecessary  and  unbecoming  display  of  learning,  together  with  all 
those  nice  and  curious  speculations  which  minister  questions  rather 
than  godly  edifying.  The  Apostle  probably  had  special  reference 
to  the  wisdom  which  was  so  highly  valued  among  the  Greeks,  con- 
sisting in  subtle  disputations  practiced  continually  in  their  schools 
of  philosophy.  In  his  counsels  to  Timothy  he  directs  him  to  "  avoid 
profane  and  vain  babblings  and  oppositions  of  science,  falsely  so 
called."  AIL  the  science  which  is  connected  with  religion — and 
all  true  science  is  connected  with  religion — may  be  put  under  con- 
tribution, and  all  that  argumentation  which  tends  to  establish  and 
enforce  truth,  is  not  only  allowable  but  is  to  be  employed.  All 
this  is  wide  from  a  mere  parade  of  learning  and  a  vain  ambition  to 
be  "  wise  above  what  is  written."  To  make  the  manifestation  of 
the  truth  to  the  conscience  secondary  to  self-display,  is  a  prosti- 
tution of  the  pulpit  which  cannot  be  too  severely  condemned. 
As  the  preacher  should  not  preach  himself,  but  Christ  Jesus  the 
Lord,  so  the  hearers  should  not  be  so  taken  up  with  the  style  of 
the  message  as  to  forget  the  message  itself.  When  on  a  journey 
we  inquire  the  way,  all  that  we  deem  important  is  correct  infor- 
mation; we  are  not  greatly  concerned  with  the  language  in  which 
it  is  couched.  If  we  should  stop  to  criticise  and  admire  the 
address  of  our  informant,  we  should  at  least  be  hindered, 
if  we  did  not  quite  forget  the  substance  of  our  direction.  So 
when  our  attention  is  diverted  from  the  gospel  message  to  him 
who  is  addressing  us  with  "  enticing  words,"  in  admiring  the  man 
we  forget  the  message.  That  was  a  noble  tribute  of  Louis  XIV. 
to  the  preaching  of  Massilon:  "  Father,  I  have  heard  many  great 
orators  in  this  chapel;  I  have  been  highly  pleased  with  them,  but 
for  you,  whenever  I  hear  you,  I  go  away  displeased  with  myself, 
for  I  see  more  of  my  own  character." 


Second  positively.  The  Apostle  declared  that  while  his 
preaching  was  not  with  enticing  words  of  man's  wisdom,  it  was 
in  demonstration  of  the  spirit  and  of  power. 


"  Demonstration  of  the  spirit "  stands  in  strong  contrast  with 
"  enticing  words  of  man's  wisdom."  His  testimony  was  demon- 
strated by  the  spirit  to  be  of  God,  the  spirit  clothing  the  word  de- 
clared by  him  with  divine  power.  The  demonstration  of  the  spirit 
we  can  expect  only  upon  the  truth  in  its  order  and  due  propor- 
tions. Ministers  are  sometimes  advised  to  preach  more  frequently, 
or  insist  more  earnestly  upon  particular  doctrines,  or  particular 
duties.  By  hearers  of  a  certain  temperament  and  taste  they  are 
desired  to  inculcate  what  are  sometimes  called,  though  with  ques- 
tionable propriety,  the  severe  doctrines;  by  hearers  of  a  different 
temperament  and  taste  they  are  urged  to  dwell  more  upon  the 
invitations  and  promises  of  the  gospel — some  would  kindly  guard 
them  against  fanaticism,  whilst  others  would  warn  them  to  avoid 
the  chilling  atmosphere  of  formalism;  some  would  have  them 
preach  ethics  more,  including  especially  temperance,  moral  re- 
form, human  rights  and  so  far  as  now  ignored  "woman's  rights;" 
others  would  have  them  preach  "  the  doctrines  "  more,  and  by 
necessary  consequence  the  duties  less.  Amidst  counsels  so  con- 
flicting, the  example  of  Christ  and  his  Apostles  offers  itself  as  an 
arbiter.  Both  doctrines  and  duties,  general  and  particular,  are 
preached  most  discreetly  when  they  occupy  the  same  prominence 
in  our  discourses  which  is  given  them  in  the  scriptures,  and  this 
for  two  reasons.  First,  the  relative  importance  which  they  com- 
mand here  is  the  place  assigned  them  by  Infinite  Wisdom,  by  that 
Being  who  knows  all  the  circumstances  of  human  condition  and 
all  the  springs  of  human  action:  and  Secondly,  it  is  only  when 
thus  preached  that  we  can  expect  that  blessing  from  on  high,  with- 
out which  either  doctrine  or  duty  is  preached  in  vain.  The  mo- 
ment we  give  any  doctrine  or  duty  a  disproportionate  importance, 
we  distort  and  disfigure  the  Christian  system.  An  error  of  this 
nature,  venial  in  itself,  (if  any  error  connected  with  religion  can 
be  venial),  may  lead  to  results  the  most  pernicious,  even  to  the 
rejection  of  fundamental  truth.  Both  the  doctrines  and  duties  of 
Christianity  are  so  connected,  so  mutually  dependent,  that  we  can- 
not pervert  one  without  misrepresenting  others.  One-sided  hear- 
ing is  the  necessary  consequence  of  one-sided  preaching,  and  the 
natural,  not  to  say  necessary,  consequence  of  one-sided  hearing- 
is  one-sided  practice. 

Let  us  now  notice  some  considerations  which  urge  the  minister 
of  Christ  to  untiring  fidelity  in  preaching  the  gospel. 


I.  Me  is  set  apart  to  this  work,  and  his  ordination  vows  bind 
him  to  fidelity.  Every  single  hearted  minister  will  be  ready  to  say 
with  Paul,  "  necessity  is  laid  upon  me,  yea  woe  unto  me  if  I  preach 
not  the  gospel."  If  God  has  counted  us  faithful,  putting  us  into 
the  ministry,  we  may  not  put  ourselves  out  of  it  because  it  de- 
mands incessant  toil,  and  involves  severe  trials— we  may  not  re- 
tire from  it  simply  because  we  are  growing  old,  if  we  are  not  also 
growing  dull,  and  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  growing  dull  like 
diligence  in  our  work.  If  we  do  not  love  our  work,  and  love  it 
better  than  any  other,  we  have  mistaken  our  calling  and  cannot 
too  soon  change  it;  but  if  our  heart  is  in  our  work,  nothing 
should  tempt  us  to  abandon  it.  The  directions  of  the  Master 
whom  we  serve :  "  Preach  the  word,  be  instant  in  season,  out  of  sea- 
son, reprove,  rebuke,  exhort  with  all  long  suffering  and  doctrine." 
A  man  may  change  his  secular  occupation  at  convenience,  but  he 
who  has  been  called  into  the  ministry— who  has  been  inducted  in- 
to the  sacred  office  "  by  prayer  and  the  laying  on  of  the  hands  of 
the  presbyter,"  and  been  made  an  "  overseer  of  the  flock  of  God," 
though  he  may  be  tempted  by  the  difficulties  and  discouragements 
incident  to  his  work — difficulties  and  discouragements  which  be- 
long to  no  other  profession — to  relinquish  it,  will  be  urged  by  the 
solemnity  of  the  vows  which  are  upon  him  to  perseverance,  and 
will  not  retire  from  the  ministry  till  discharged  by  the  same  au- 
thority which  first  put  him  into  it. 


II.  We  are  urged  to  fidelity  in  our  work  by  the  promised 
presence  of  the  Redeemer. 

When  our  Savior  was  about  to  leave  the  world  and  to  return 
whence  he  came,  he  thus  addressed  the  eleven  Apostles:  "Go  ye 
therefore  and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost:  teaching  them 
to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you:  and  lo, 
I  am  with  you  always,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world."  The 
promise  is  so  expressed  as  to  extend  to  the  Christian  ministry  in 
aU  ages.  Lo,  I  am  with  you  always,  and  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
world.  He  who  made  it  could  preface  it  with  the  assurance,  "  All 
power  is  given  unto  me  in  heaven  and  in  earth."  We  are  here 
pledged  the  presence  of  Him  who  hath  all  power  on  earth.  What 
more  can  we  ask,  what  more  can  we  have  ? — what  is  dark  in  us  He 
can  illumine — what  is  erring  He  can  rectify — what  is  corrupt  He 


can  purify — what  though  we  are  weak  He  is  strong,  and  out  of 
our  weakness  ordain  his  own  strength  and  make  his  strength  per- 
fect in  our  weakness.  He  can  make  us  workers  that  need  not  to 
be  ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth.  In  temptation 
he  can  succor,  in  trial  sustain,  in  adversity  cheer,  and  in  prosper- 
ity keep  us  humble.  There  is  much,  very  much,  all  that  we  can 
ask,  or  Christ  give,  in  the  promise:    "Lo,  I  am  with  you  always/' 


III.     The  Christian  minister  is  urged  to  fidelity  in  his  work,  as 

he  seeks  the  salvation  of  his  people. 

The  gospel  embraces  that  system  of  truth  by  which  God  renews 
and  sanctifies,  and  saves  the  souls  of  men.  In  the  scriptures  the 
truth  is  represented  as  the  means  both  of  regeneration  and  sanc- 
tification.  "  Of  his  own  will  begat  he  us  by  the  word  of  truth." 
"  Now  ye  are  clean,"  said  Christ  to  his  disciples,  "  through  the ' 
word  which  I  have  spoken  unto  you."  And  in  his  prayer  to  the 
Father,  just  before  he  gave  up  his  life  for  them,  he  has  this  peti- 
tion: "  Sanctify  them  by  thy  truth,  thy  word  is  truth."  Preaching 
is  pre-eminently  the  mode  by  which  the  truth  is  brought  before 
the  mind  and  impressed  upon  the  heart.  The  Apostles,  when  com- 
missioned to  go  forth  in  the  service  of  Him  who  came  "  to  seek 
and  to  save  that  which  was  lost,"  gave  themselves  wholly  to  preach- 
ing as  the  most  direct  and  effective  means  of  accomplishing  the 
object  of  their  mission.  "  Whosoever  shall  call  upon  the  name  of 
the  Lord  shall  be  saved.  But  how  shall  they  call  upon  him  in 
whom  they  have  not  believed,  and  how  shall  they  believe  in  him 
of  whom  they  have  not  heard,  and  how  shall  they  hear  without  a 
preacher?"  It  is  not  enough  to  scatter  abroad  the  written  word, 
and  leave  it  silently  to  steal  its  way  to  the  heart;  but  the  truth 
must  be  pressed  upon  the  attention  of  men  with  a  sort  of  holy 
compulsion — it  must  be  proclaimed  under  the  sanction  of  a  pub- 
He  divine  ordinance,  and  reiterated  till  it  wake  "the  dead  in  tres- 
passes and  sins."  "  We  preach,"  says  Paul,  "  Christ  crucified;  unto 
the  Jews  a  stumbling  block  and  unto  the  Greeks  foolishness,  but 
unto  them  which  are  called,  both  Jews  and  Greeks,  Christ  the 
power  of  God  and  the  wisdom  of  God."  As  the  same  effects 
which  have  been  witnessed  are  to  be  expected  again  from  the  same 
causes,  it  may  be  useful  to  notice  the  effect  of  the  preaching  of 
the  cross  by  the  Apostles.  We  will  recur  to  the  day  of  Pentecost. 
What  preaching  wrought  so  wondrously,  and  was  so  abundantly 
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blessed,  that  on  one  day  three  thousand  souls  were  added  to  the 
Church  ?  Christ  and  him  crucified  was  the  Apostles'  doctrine  in 
which  the  disciples  continued  so  steadfastly  and  walked  so  holily. 
You  know  what  power  Paul's  ministry  had  in  that  affluent  and 
voluptuous  city  of  Greece — Corinth — and  what  was  the  distinctive 
feature  of  that  preaching?  He  himself  informs  us:  "I  determined 
not  to  know  anything  among  you,  save  Jesus  Christ  and  him  cruci- 
fied." "What  was  the  preaching  which,  at  the  mouth  of  Luther 
and  his  coadjutors,  aroused  a  slumbering  Church — a  Church  which 
had  a  name  to  live,  but  was  dead — from  the  sleep  of  ages,  justifi- 
cation by  faith,  which  Luther  well  calls  "  the  doctrine  of  a  stand- 
ing or  falling  church."  If  this  doctrine  has  not  always  been 
preached,  yet  it  has  always  been  sought  and  believed  in  where 
vital  religion  has  prevailed,  and  never  has  the  burdened  soul  found 
relief  and  comfort  from  any  other  source.  The  preaching  of  the 
cross  is  the  grand  instrumentality  of  all  the  revivals  of  religion 
which  have  taken  place,  and  is  doubtless  to  be  of  all  future  revi- 
vals, till  revivals  shall  be  merged  in  the  latter  day  glory,  when 
"  the  light  of  the  moon  shall  be  as  the  light  of  the  sun,  and  the 
light  of  the  sun  seven  fold  as  the  light  of  seven  days." 

I  know  there  are  many  who  are  offended  at  the  very  term  revi- 
vals of  religion,  because  there  is  much  transient  excitement  con- 
nected with  them.  Doubtless  there  was  much  transient  excite- 
ment connected  with  the  primitive  revivals,  and  with  the  reforma- 
tion which  broke  the  spell  of  monkish  ignorance  and  superstition, 
and  unlocked  the  long- hidden  treasures  of  knowledge.  Shall  we 
therefore  join  with  the  wicked  men  who  attempted  to  ridicule  the 
astonishing,  and  to  them  inexplicable  scenes  of  Pentecost,  or  infer 
that  it  were  better  that  Luther,  and  Melancthon,  and  Edwards,  and 
"Whitfield  had  never  lived,  because  there  were  evils  incidental  to  the 
sudden  and  powerful  religious  action  which  took  place  under  then: 
preaching.  It  were  as  sensible  to  be  offended  with  the  very  term 
harvest — a  term  which  is  such  music  in  the  husbandman's  ears — 
because  we  often  find  some  chaff  mingled  with  the  wheat.  It  were 
as  rational  to  prove  from  our  Lord's  parable  of  the  sower,  because 
some  seeds  fell  by  the  wayside  where  the  fowls  came  and  devoured 
them  up,  and  some  fell  upon  stony  places  where  they  had  not  much 
earth,  and  some  were  choked  among  thorns — it  were  better  the 
seed  had  never  been  sown — though  others  fell  into  good  ground 
and  brought  forth,  some  thirty,  some  sixty  and  some  a  hundred 
fold.     Believe  me,  we  have  far  more  to  fear  from  the  suspension  of 
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revivals,  than  from  any  evils  incident  to  their  occurrence,  and  we 
have  occasion  to  inquire  whether  a  defect  in  our  mode  of  preach- 
ing may  not  be  the  cause  of  the  evils  we  deplore.  Our  responsi- 
bility, in  respect  to  these  spiritual  harvest  seasons,  begins  and  ends 
with  preaching  the  gospel  in  its  purity,  and  our  great  care  should 
be,  not  to  handle  the  word  of  God  deceitfully,  but  "  by  manifes- 
tation of  the  truth  commend  ourselves  to  every  man's  conscience, 
in  the  sight  of  God."  Though  we  should  be  left  to  speak,  "  a 
vision  of  our  own  heart  and  not  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  Lord," 
still  our  hearers  may  learn  the  truth  by  searching  the  scriptures 
and  by  the  teachings  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  but  so  far  as  our  preach- 
ing has  any  effect,  it  will  be  to  mislead,  perhaps  fatally.  We  may 
think  that  we  can  improve  upon  God's  plan,  and  be  tempted  to 
swerve  in  this  direction  or  in  that  direction  from  the  strict  letter  of 
our  commission — "preach  unto  them  the  preaching  that  Ibid  thee.'' 
For  example,  we  may  judge  it  inexpedient  to  speak  of  the  sin- 
ner's dependence  upon  special  grace  lest  our  unconverted  hearers 
infer  that  they  have  nothing  to  do  in  the  work  of  salvation,  or  we 
may  urge  this  dependence  continually,  lest  they  work  in  their  own 
strength,  and  therefore  "labor  in  vain,  and  spend  their  strength 
for  naught."  But  by  either  course,  we  dishonor  our  character  as 
workmen  that  need  not  to  be  ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word 
of  truth.  I  might,  did  the  occasion  demand  it,  evince  the  admira- 
ble adaptation  of  the  gospel,  just  as  it  is,  to  the  end  proposed.  I 
might  show  that  it  combines  all  those  truths  which  are  fitted  to 
alarm  the  careless,  to  subdue  the  obstinate,  and  to  solace  the  con- 
trite— that  it  makes  the  most  illustrious  manifestation  of  the  perfec- 
tions of  God,  which  men  or  angels  will  ever  witness — that  it  re- 
veals His  justice  in  its  brightest  glories,  while  it  unfolds  to  the  ad- 
miration and  amazement  of  the  hosts  above,  "  the  exceeding  rich- 
es of  His  grace,"  and  that  the  sovereignty  of  God,  so  far  from 
discouraging  effort,  is  a  motive  to  instant  and  earnest  action — to 
"  work  out  our  own  salvation  with  fear  and  trembling,  for  it  is 
God  that  worketh  in  us  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleas- 
ure." But  I  wish  to  confine  the  attention  of  this  audience  to  the 
simple  point,  that  the  gospel,  just  as  it  is  preached  in  its  simplicity 
to  the  wisdom  of  the  world  in  its  "foolishness,"  is  God's  own  method 
of  saving  men;  and  as  we  would  be  workers  together  with  Him, 
we  shall  preach  the  gospel,  the  whole  gospel  and  nothing  but  the 
gospel. 

To  untiring  diligence  in  this  work  the  minister   of   Christ  is 


12 

urged  by  love  to  the  souls  of  his  people,  and  the  glory  of  God  in 
their  salvation ;  and  by  regard  not  less  truly,  though  subordinately 
to  the  present  good  of  all  committed  to  his  charge.  And  were  not 
everything  temporal  absorbed  in  that  which  is  eternal,  we  might 
evince  how  that  G-odliness  hath  the  promise  of  the  life  that  now  is,  as 
well  as  that  which  is  to  come — how  that  the  principles  of  Chris- 
tianity are  adapted  to  bless  us  in  all  our  present  relations,  and  in- 
terests, and  rights— how  the  gospel  reveals  the  true  theory  of  the 
domestic  constitution,  and  the  true  foundation  of  civil  government; 
and  how  an  influence  goes  forth  from  the  sanctuary  to  soften  the 
rugged  features  of  society,  and  to  harmonize  its  discordant  ele- 
ments, making  happy  families  and  happy  neighborhoods,  and  hap- 
py communities — how  religion  sweetens  the  joys  of  prosperity 
and  soothes  the  sorrows  of  adversity,  and  how  the  splendors  of 
that  immortality  which  the  gospel  brings  to  light  irradiate  the 
heart  when  all  earthly  scenes  are  fading  upon  the  dim  and  dying 
eye;  and  how  it  arms  the  soul  to  conflict  with  "foes  without  and 
fears  within,"  till  "  death  is  swallowed  up  in  victory."  It  is  this 
connection  between  the  preaching  of  the  cross  and  all  that  blesses 
earth,  and  crowns  the  bliss  of  earth  with  the  brighter  bliss  of  heav- 
en, which  imposes  upon  your  minister  the  duty  "  to  know  nothing 
among  you,  save  Jesus  Christ  and  him  crucified;"  and  his  fidelity 
to  this  resolve  shall  be  the  measure  of  his  claim  upon  your  confi- 
dence and  your  love. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  obvious  to  remark  that  the  relation  of  a  pas- 
tor and  his  people  is  one  of  great  mutual  responsibility. 

On  his  part,  it  demands  holiness  of  heart  and  watching  unto 
prayer,  that  by  manifestation  of  the  truth  in  his  life,  as  well  as  with 
his  lips,  he  may  commend  himself  to  every  man's  conscience  in  the 
sight  of  God.  Without  the  grace  of  God  in  his  heart  he  may  ex- 
hort others  to  let  their  light  shine,  but  his  own  light  will  be  dark- 
ness. Without  the  grace  of  God  in  his  heart,  he  may  direct  wan- 
dering feet  into  the  path  to  heaven,  but  he  will  not  tread  it  him- 
self. Professing  to  be  a  guide,  he  will  be  such  a  guide  as  the  post 
which  moves  not,  but  points  its  index  finger  to  the  right  way. 
And  after  preaching  to  others,  he  will  himself  be  a  castaway.  If 
Paul,  Paul  the  aged,  Paul,  the  chiefest  of  the  Apostles  felt  his 
need  of  the  prayers  of  his  brethren,  well  may  we,  who  though  we 
may  be  approaching  his  age,  can  hardly  claim  to  have  attained  to 
his  wisdom,  take  up  his  words  and  say:  "  brethren,  pray  for  us." 

On  the  part  of  the  people,  the  relation  is  one  of  great  responsi- 


13 

bility,  for  eternal  issues  wait  upon  it.  Those  issues  will  soon  be 
declared  in  accents  sweet  as  the  music  of  blest  spirits,  or  in  notes 
piercing  as  the  shriek  of  the  lost.  Soon,  at  latest,  the  relation 
which  is  formed  to-day,  under  novel*,  but  very  pleasant  circumstan- 
ces will  be  closed,  and  its  results  be  sealed  up  for  the  judgment. 
God  grant  that  on  that  day  of  destiny,  when  every  action  shall 
pass  the  scrutiny  of  the  All-Seeing  eye,  both  Pastor  and  People 
may  stand  approved,  and  enter  together  into  the  joy  of  their 
common  Lord. 


CHARGE  TO  THE  PASTOR. 


Rev.  and  Dear  Sir: 

Usage  establishes  customs,  sometimes  honored  more  in  the 
breach  than  in  the  rigid  observance. 

We  have  a  stereotyped  form  for  inducting  into  the  pastoral 
office;  beautiful  in  its  conception  and  application  as  a  general 
thing,  but  which  ought  not  by  any  means  to  bind  us  to  the  same 
routine,  at  ah  times  and  under  all  the  diversiform  circumstances  of 
installation. 

It  seems  as  if  there  ought  to  be  a  more  marked  distinction  be- 
tween the  services  at  the  time  of  ordination,  when  one  comes  to 
the  altar  of  consecration  to  be  made  a  partaker  of  the  gospel 
ministry,  and  those  enjoined  for  any  subsequent  resumption  of 
the  pastoral  office.  Why  examine  the  preacher  of  long  ex- 
perience and  good  repute  among  the  brethren,  as  to  his  faith  and 
doctrine,  when  he  comes  to  a  new  field  of  labor  bearing  the  to- 
kens of  high  commendation  which  have  been  so  cordially  accorded 
to  him  by  the  presbytery  which  dissolved  the  former  relations  ? 

And  why  speak  to  the  man  of  years,  the  veteran  in  toil,  who  has 
returned  from  the  well  cultivated  field,  bringing  his  sheaves  with 
him,  when  about  to  go  forth  again  to  new  scenes  and  new  labors, 
as  we  do  to  a  novice,  or  a  youthful  beginner  in  the  Master's  work  ? 

*Mr.  Ayer  was  installed  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years  wanting  eight  days. 
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Let  us  add  to  the  order  and  solemnity  of  these  oft-recurring 
scenes  the  beauty  which  arises  from  a  proper  adaptation  of  what 
we  do  say  to  the  circumstances  which  wait  upon  each  particular 
case.  It  would  be  worse  than  a  work  of  supererogation  for  this 
ecclesiastical  council  to  depute  one  of  its  number  to  counsel  you 
as  to  the  way  you  ought  to  discharge  the  duties  you  have  in  hand. 
You  have  counseled  many  in  wisdom ;  let  us  sit  at  your  feet  for  in- 
struction now,  rather  than  attempt  so  unwise  a  thing. 

Our  words,  briefly  spoken,  take  the  form  of  congratulation  and 
supplication,  rather  than  counsel  or  advice. 

We  congratulate  you,  dear  sir,  that  (rod  has  permitted  you  to 
toil  so  many  years  in  the  vineyard  of  his  dear  Son,  with  zeal  no 
way  languishing 

It  is  no  word  of  flattery,  no  unmeaning  declaration  in  this  in- 
stance to  say,  "your  praise  is  in  the  gospel  throughout  all  the 
churches  "  in  this '  region. 

We  congratulate  you,  that  having  reached  the  period- of  life,  to 
which  only  a  few  attain,  and  those  for  the  most  part  weary  and 
seeking  rest,  rather  than  action — to  yourself  there  is  preserved 
the  vigor  and  tone  of  toiling  manhood.  Here  you  are  to-day, 
right  under  the  shadow  of  fourscore,  putting  on  the  harness  anew; 
like  a  strong  man  prepared  to  run  a  race — eye  not  dimmed,  natural 
force  not  abated.  To  you  eminently  appertains  the  sacred  word 
of  promise:  "Those  that  be  planted  in  the  house  of  the  Lord 
shall  flourish  in  the  courts  of  our  God.  They  shall  still  bring  forth 
fruit  in  old  age;  they  shall  be  fat  and  flourishing." 

It  is  remembered  that  a  portion  of  the  time  devoted  to  your 
preparatory  course  was  spent  with  the  late  Dr.  Nott,  of  Franklin, 
who  preached  on  to  extreme  old  age,  living  more  than  ninety- 
eight  years.  We  are  happy  in  the  thought  that  you  are  imitating 
so  illustrious  an  example  of  living  and  working.  And  permit  us 
to  add  right  here :  don't  grow  old!  Your  course  is  well  chosen; 
hold  on  in  it  fresh  and  young.  Work  is  the  invigorator,  as  well  as 
the  beautifier  of  life.  It  is  Gruthrie,  the  eminent  divine  of  Scotland, 
I  think,  who  says:  "  They  say  I  am  growing  old;  my  hair  is  gray; 
my  eye  dim;  and  the  crow's  feet  are  on  my  cheeks;  but  how  they 
mistake,  these  changes  are  not  me;  I  was  never  so  young  in  my 
life  as  I  am  to-day." 

Nobly  spoken !  The  heart,  the  spirit,  the  purpose  may  nourish 
in  youth  though  the  outward,  the  material,  do  bear  the  signs  of  de- 
cay.    Who  else  has  such  a  right  to  be  young  as  the  minister  of 
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Christ.  Who  would  ever  have  thought  Paul  was  old,  had  he  not 
signed  himself  "  Paul  the  aged."  Nowhere  in  his  writings  is  there 
evidence  that  his  thought  falters,  or  his  love  grows  cold.  Be  like 
him. 

We  congratulate  you  again,  that  the  people  who  have  called  you 
to  the  pastoral  office,  after  so  long  an  acquaintance,  do  not  per- 
ceive that  you  have  become  old;  a  remarkable  people:  God  bless 
them.  The  transactions  of  this  day  are  alike  creditable  to  them 
and  to  you.  They  prefer  the  old  wine  to  the  new  because  they 
deem  it  better.  It  is  a  pleasant  thought  too,  that  you  both  prefer 
the  installation  to  the  Stated  Supply;  the  shepherd  to  the  hireling. 
If  the  old  paths  of  the  fathers  were  good,  why  not  continue 
therein  ? 

Our  supplications  are,  that  the  years  of  your  life  may  all  be  spent 
here;  that  your  bow  may  abide  in  strength,  and  that  the  arms  of 
your  hands  be  made  strong  by  the  hands  of  the  mighty  God  of 
Jacob.  In  a  word,  as  you  have  done,  so  continue  to  do.  Preach 
the  word:  Be  instant  in  season,  and  out  of  season:  Reprove, 
rebuke,  exhort  with  all  long  suffering  and  doctrine.  Feed  the 
flock  of  God  which  is  among  you,  taking  the  oversight  thereof, 
not  by  constraint  but  willingly,  being  an  example  unto  the  flock, 
even  as  our  Lord  said  to  Peter:  "Feed  my  lambs;  feed  my 
sheep."  Oh !  if  you  have  that  love  to  Christ  and  the  souls  of  men 
which  is  meet,  and  which  seem  to  have  been  your  anointing  for 
these  many  years — in  waiting  upon  the  Lord  on  these  walls  of  Zion, 
you  will  mount  up  on  wings  as  eagles;  you  will  run  and  not  be 
weary;  you  will  walk  and  not  faint. 

Beceive,  in  fine,  the  word;  watch  and  pray  always,  so  that  you 
may  be  accepted  of  Christ  at  his  coming,  and  receive  at  his  hands 
the  crown  of  life. 

Brother,  the  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus  be  with  your  spirit. 


